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Final Historical Essay 
For my historical event analysis, I have chosen to focus on The Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson (Hyde, 2013). It aimed at overcoming legal barriers at the state and local levels that prevented African Americans from exercising their right to vote as guaranteed under the 15th Amendment to the U.S Constitution (Coleman, 2015). Hence, The Voting Rights Act became a turning point in American history since it allowed the citizens from diverse ethnic backgrounds to participate in the election and the turning point was critical for people who could not vote before, as they gained rights to vote and choose the leaders of their choice. 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed in response to Jim Crow laws and other restrictions of African Americans voting rights mainly in the south (Coleman, 2014).  “The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on Aug. 6, 1965, to safeguard the right to vote for African Americans and ban the use of literacy test” (Coleman, 2014). The VRA addressed the voting issues that had not been covered in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. “The passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was significant because, for the first time, the federal government undertook voting reforms that had been left for the states to decide” (Darr, 2014). The VRA enforced the voting rights guaranteed by the 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S Constitution, and resulted in the enfranchisement of racial minorities throughout the country, especially in the southern states (Coleman, 2014).   “The Voting Rights Act is considered one of the most far-reaching pieces of Civil Rights legislation in U.S. History” (Coleman, 2014). These laws serve as a testament to all who sacrificed to work towards ending segregation and discrimination (Darr, 2014).  According to Congress of Racial Equality (2018), the events that led to the formation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 can be traced back to the years following the civil war. After the civil war, the 14th and 15th Amendments were passed. “The 14th Amendment granted citizenship to all people born in the United States, including former slaves and provided all citizens with equal rights under the law” (Bondi, 2015). 
However, the 15th Amendment prohibited discrimination by states toward any voter based on their race or color. Eventually, the two Amendments were ratified with the idea of ending racial discrimination at the polls (Bondi, 2015). Despite the ratification of the 15th Amendment in 1870, African Americans in the south faced difficult obstacles to voting (Bondi, 2015).  As a result, very few African American was registered voters, and they had very little, if any, political power, either locally or nationally. “([Reconstruction attempts to enforce the 15th Amendment were struck down by the Supreme Court in 1883, an action that ended the federal government’s effort to protect civil rights for decades)]” (Bondi, 2015). By the 1950s the civil rights movement spark the attention of the nation. “([Congress passed Civil Rights Act in 1957, 1960, and 1964 but none of these laws were strong enough to prevent voting discrimination by local officials)]” (Bondi, 2015). 
In spite of the ratification of the 14th and 15th Amendments, “voting rights for African Americans were still being circumvented, better known as Jim Crow laws” (Bondi, 2015). “The Jim Crow laws were a system that dominated the south for three-quarters of the century starting in the 1890s” (Bondi, 2015). The Jim Crow laws prevented black people from voting by the use of tactics of issuing literacy tests, poll taxes, property ownership requirements, and document interpretation (Bondi, 2015). “([Before the Voting Rights Act, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. a social activist played a key role in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which also prohibited discrimination in the setting of public facilities, voting, public education, and federal assisted programs and employment”)] (History, 2018). 
Also, the act established the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. “([He led the movement from the mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968. Dr. King fought for equality and the rights of African Americans. He was the force behind events such as Montgomery Bus boycott and the 1963 march to Washington, which helped the landmark of legislation as the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act”)] (History, 2018).  “([On March 7, 1965, a group of African American planned a march to Selma, Alabama to protest peacefully against voter suppression and was attacked by state troopers in what became known as “Bloody Sunday”)] (Bondi, 2015). The protesters were assaulted with tear gas, billy clubs, and whips which was televised for the whole country to witness. “The series of events promoted Congress to draw up the Voting Rights Act, which President Lyndon Johnson signed into law five days after the bill was introduced” (Bondi, 2015). 
One consequence of the passing of the Voting Rights Act was that it outlawed literacy tests and poll taxes as a way to determine whether a person was fit or unfit to vote (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2018). According to President Johnson all you needed to vote was American citizenship and registration of your name on an electoral list (Constitutional Rights Foundation, 2018). The act expanded voting rights for non-English-speaking Americans. By 1968, there was 60 percent of eligible African Americans were registered to vote in southern states had increase. “Between 1965 and 1990, the number of black state legislators and members of Congress rose from 2 to 160” (History, 2015). However, the act authorized the Justice Department to send federal registrars and observers to the south to register black voters and guarantee the fairness of local and state elections (CRA, 2018). The Voting Rights Act also required states to submit any changes in their voting laws and procedures to the Justice Department or to the federal district court in Washington, D.C. for approval (CRA, 2018).  The Voting Rights Act had an enormous impact by re-enfranchised black southerners, helping elect African American at the local, state, and national levels (CRA, 2018). 
The historical evidence that supports my conclusion of the impact of the events of the Voting Rights Act will come from the source of Cobb, James Aug. 6, 2015 Time Magazine which outlined detailed facts of the Justice Department sending examiners to overseer the fairness of voters regardless of race, color, or language at the polls. The source will also show the percentage of eligible black voters increased from 7 percent in 1964 to 67 percent five years later. The source will also state that 72 black officials were elected in 1965. By the mid-1980s there were more African Americans in public office across the south then in the rest of the nation combined (Trueman, 2015). 
The second source that will back my claim is Congress of Racial Equality Feb. 15, 2018 will provide evidence of the Voting Rights Act expanding the rights for non-speaking Americans and the increase of African Americans voters as well as the increase of African Americans elected in local and state offices. 
A third source that will also provide evidence located in Shapiro Library Coleman, K.J. 2014 Background and Overview of The Voting Rights Act will provide details of voting restrictions against African Americans in former Confederate states, and the federal oversight of elections. 
The last source of evidence located in Shapiro Library by Hyde, Sara 2013 Culture Wars in America will provide details of the chaos to civil rights protesters marching for voter’s rights in the south. The intended audience for this historical essay will target African American. Minorities past or present living in America have to give honor to those who sacrificed blood, sweat, and tears to transform America into a more open-minded and inclusive place. They will never forget the countless injustices done first to the enslaved African, then to the African American communities under Jim Crow and later to the African Americans striving and fighting during the Civil Rights Movement would be injustice in itself. Those of us living in America, especially the minorities, have an obligation to educate ourselves about this rich history that eventually led to the American dream and have a happy, prosperous life.
Why I Choose To Research Voting Rights 
I choose voting rights as a point of interest because it was a particular time that defined what the present day America should be. Before the voting rights abolition, slavery had already taken place, and it marked a major milestone for the country towards moving to become a much-civilized society. Abolishing slavery meant that finally the word in the declaration of independence finally made sense and all Americans were equal. But, it was still hypocritical not preventing other Americans not to vote because of their skin color. Therefore, allowing the black people of America to take part in democratic activities meant that America had finally become a fully matured democracy. This amendment also meant that the black community could finally call the country, which most of them were born in, home. The black people could now participate in important activities of the things that affected them equally. But most importantly, this amendment opened the doors for revolutionizing humanity where every American citizen during had a chance to take part in building the country and contribute to humanity at large.


How Knowledge of Voting Rights Has Influenced My Thoughts
The current issue of racial discrimination and inequity in job opportunities reflects how the society is so divided because of a phenomenon that no man has control over. For example, the Montgomery Bus Boycott that took place in 1963 spearheaded by Dr. King which highlighted the deep trench of inequality that was present in the past society. It is such movement during the sixties that defined the opportunities that the black people receive in the contemporary American society. So, understanding the history of where the fight for the rights of equality that changes my thought about the issue of voting rights. The significance of the first step of allowing African-Americans to vote cannot be gainsaid. It is this step that changed how a modern society should look like. As a historian, I believe that the diversity that is present in the world today requires that all human being receive equal treatment. Therefore, history has made me appreciate this event and understand that the situation might have been a lot different if the right for the African-Americans to vote may have been revoked.
Building on My Thesis
I would urge any historian who has the interest to research further on my thesis to take a look at the impact that the voting right has had in inclusivity in the American job market and also in the political arena. Has the civil right match achieved anything when it comes to ensuring that the minority community in America received an equal opportunity as others? The research should also include the development that the black people have received ever since they were allowed to vote. Since democracy is all about the rule of the people by the people the votes of the black American should count not just during elections but also during the distribution of resources. The researcher should analyze if the democracy was all about allowing the black people to vote or providing a share of the self-governance by feeling the impact of their participation. Finally, the researcher should take a look at the number of the black people that occupy influential positions in the country. So, if the freedom to vote brought equality, then there should be equality in all places not just during voting.
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